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Reformation 
 

October 24 & 25, 2020  
 

Lord, Keep Us: Steadfast In Your Word. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 200 

The congregation sings the indicated stanzas on Sunday and all stanzas on Saturday. 

 

C: A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty shield and weapon; 

 He helps us free from ev’ry need that has us now o’ertaken. 

 The old, evil foe now means deadly woe; 

 Deep guile and great might are his dread arms in fight; 

 On earth is not his equal. 

 

Choir: With might of ours can naught be done; soon were our loss effected. 

 But for us fights the valiant one whom God himself elected. 

 You ask, “Who is this?” Jesus Christ it is, 

 The almighty Lord. And there’s no other God;  

 He holds the field forever. 

 

Choir: Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to devour us, 

 We tremble not, we fear no ill; they shall not overpow’r us. 

 This world’s prince may still scowl fierce as he will, 

 He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done! 

 One little word can fell him. 

 

C: The Word they still shall let remain, nor any thanks have for it; 

 He’s by our side upon the plain with his good gifts and Spirit.  

 And do what they will – hate, steal, hurt, or kill –  

 Though all may be gone, our victory is won; 

 The kingdom’s ours forever.  
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

REFORMATION DIALOGUE 

from Martin Luther’s On the Freedom of a Christian 

 

M: A Christian is the most free lord of all and subject to none;  

 

C: A Christian is the most dutiful servant of all and subject to everyone. 

 

M: For the Word of God cannot be received and honored by any works, but by faith alone. Hence 

it is clear that, as the soul needs the Word alone for life and justification, so it is justified by 

faith alone and not by any works.  

 

C: For if the soul could be justified by any other means, it would have no need of the Word, 

nor consequently of faith. 

 

M: Therefore the first care of every Christian ought to be to lay aside all reliance on works, and 

strengthen his faith alone more and more. 

 

C: But you ask how it can be that faith alone justifies, and affords without works so great a 

treasure of good things, when so many works, ceremonies, and laws are prescribed to us 

in the Scriptures? 

 

M: The works of a believer are to be done freely, with the sole object of pleasing God. 

 

C: Thus a Christian, being consecrated by his faith, does good works; but he is not by these 

works made a more sacred person, or more a Christian.   

 
 
 On the Freedom of a Christian: Written in November 1520, this essay was the last of Luther’s four 

treatises that year. In it, Luther gives a clear exposition on the Christian life and the relationship between 

faith and good works. Contrary to the teachings of the Roman Catholic church of his day, Luther shows 

how Scripture teaches that people need not perform extraordinary acts of religious devotion to be saved, 

but rather that Christ saves them by grace through faith. Good works are the necessary consequence of 

faith in the heart that lives for the praise of God and for the benefit of neighbor. Only by grace can people 

live in true freedom and truly serve their Savior God and their fellow human beings (taken from the 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary website, www.wisluthsem.org). 
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M: A Christian has need of none of these things for justification and salvation, but in all his works 

he ought to entertain this view, and look only to this object, that he may serve and be useful to 

others in all that he does; having nothing before his eyes but the necessities and the advantage 

of his neighbor. 

 

C: Here is the truly Christian life; here is faith really working by love; when a man applies 

himself with joy and love to the works of that freest servitude, in which he serves others 

voluntarily. 

 

M: We conclude therefore that a Christian man does not live in himself, but in Christ, and in his 

neighbor, or else is no Christian; in Christ by faith, in his neighbor by love.  

 

C: By faith he is carried upwards above himself to God, and by love he sinks back below 

himself to his neighbor, still always abiding in God and his love. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them 

against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23 

Daniel remains steadfast and is saved from the lion’s den. 

 

 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room 

where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, 

giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. Then these men went as a group and found Daniel 

praying and asking God for help. So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: 

“Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man 

except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions’ den?” 

 The king answered, “The decree stands – in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, 

which cannot be repealed.”  
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 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king 

said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!” 

 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own 

signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. Then the 

king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being 

brought to him. And he could not sleep. 

 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. When he came near the den, 

he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you 

serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” 

 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. 

They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong 

before you, O king.” 

 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted 

from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 

  

Psalm of the Day Psalm 46 

Even amidst all the signs that the end is near, the city of God remains steadfast; she will not fall. 

 

 

  

 God is our refuge and strength, 

  an ever-present help in trouble. 

 

 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

  and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

 

 though its waters roar and foam 

  and the mountains quake with their surging.  

 

 Refrain  
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 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

 

 God is within her, she will not fall; 

  God will help her at break of day. 

 

 “Be still, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain  

 

Second Lesson 2 Timothy 4:9-18 

Paul remains steadfast and is rescued from the lion’s mouth. 

 
  Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and 

has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. 

Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. I sent Tychicus to 

Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the 

parchments. 

 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has 

done. You too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly opposed our message. 

 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held 

against them. But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message 

might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth. 

The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To 

him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 

truth, and the truth will make you free. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand  



pg. 8 

 

Gospel Matthew 10:16-23 

Jesus tells sheep among wolves to remain steadfast and be saved. 

 

 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent 

as doves. 

 “Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their 

synagogues. On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to 

the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time 

you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 

through you. 

 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents 

and have them put to death. All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will 

be saved. When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish 

going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

  setting by Carl Schalk  

 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

And bring to naught all he has done. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, your pow’r make known, 

For you are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend your holy Church that we 

May sing your praise eternally. 

 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life.  



pg. 9 

 

Hymn of the Day We Have a Sure Prophetic Word 

 Christian Worship 291 

 
 

Sermon Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23 

This is Nothing New 

 

Please stand 

 

Confession of Faith based on Luther’s Smalcald Articles 

M: With Martin Luther and the Christian Church, we believe and confess that Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, three distinct persons in one divine essence and nature, are one God, who created 

heaven and earth.  

 

C: That the Father was begotten by no one, the Son was begotten by the Father, and the 

Holy Spirit proceeded from the Father and the Son.  
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M: That only the Son became man, and neither the Father nor the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: That the Son became man in this manner: he was conceived by the Holy Spirit, without 

the cooperation of man, and was born of the virgin Mary. Afterwards he suffered, died, 

was buried, descended to hell, rose from the dead, and ascended to heaven; and he is 

seated at the right hand of God. He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

M: Inasmuch as this must be believed and cannot be obtained or apprehended by any work, law, or 

merit, it is clear and certain that such faith alone justifies us. 

 

C: Nothing in this article can be given up or compromised, even if heaven and earth and 

things temporal should be destroyed. Otherwise all is lost, and all our adversaries will 

gain the victory. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M:  Heavenly Father, your Word alone is able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. Without the gospel message of your forgiveness through Christ, we would still be lost in 

unbelief and sin. 

 

C: We praise you for the precious treasure of your Word and pray that we might always 

diligently search and study it. 

 

M: Through the Reformation, you uncovered the long-hidden message of full and free salvation 

and restored the pure gospel to your Church. 

 

C: We praise you for guiding the efforts of the reformers and pray that we might always 

show the same zeal in our commitment to the truth.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: As children of the Reformation, we have been blessed with a rich heritage of faithful pastors 

and teachers who have been thoroughly educated in the truths found in your Word. 

 

C: We praise you for an exceptional Christian education system and pray that we might 

always support your called workers through our offerings and prayers. 

 

M: For many here today, our earliest memories of hearing your Word come from the lips of our 

parents. As our first teachers, they faithfully brought us up in your fear and wisdom. 

 

C: We praise you for Christian fathers and mothers and pray that we might always make 

your Word a priority in our homes and families. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: By your Spirit, enable us to serve you in faithful obedience to your Word all our days. 

 

C: We pray all this in the name of Jesus, through whom alone we stand righteous in your 

sight. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Hymn Thy Strong Word 

  Christian Worship 280 
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Please stand 

 

M: O Lord our God, we give you heartfelt thanks for the gift of your pure Word. Grant us the 

grace to hold fast this treasure given to us and the earnest desire to faithfully proclaim this true 

and living Gospel. Strengthen us in the one true faith until at last we are reunited with all the 

faithful before your throne; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage 

 Christian Worship 293 
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Announcements 

 

St. John’s Spotlight Youth Ministry 

 

Postlude 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Reformation 
 

 

M John 6:24-33 Mark 6:32-44 

T Exodus 16:2-7a, 13-15 Exodus 16:16-30 

W John 15:1-8 Acts 20:7-12 

R 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 2 Corinthians 6:11-18 

F 1 Peter 2:5-10 Revelation 3:14-22 

S Hebrews 7:23-28 Revelation 19:6-10 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Eric Sipe, organ (Saturday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 Adam Sipe, trumpet 

 

 Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun  

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Regina Matz, scheduled for surgery next week. 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


